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Reaching Out - Linking In (ROLI)
Increasing participation of equalities communities 
in the West of England

February 2011- Update 



You will find articles, news items, links to websites and details of training related to Equality work.

Do you have any news which you would like to share with other Equality groups in B&NES or have you seen an article of interest to readers?  Please send it to me.  

It’s always good to have feedback, so do let me know: do you read these updates, are they useful, have they increased your knowledge of equalities issues?   

Please contact Paula Cannings (details below).

The Aims of Reaching Out- Linking In
The project wants to help what are sometimes called ‘seldom heard’ groups to get their voices heard and to participate in local decision making and planning.  These groups can be: BME groups, groups supporting people with disabilities, faith groups, groups which  support lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender people, women’s groups and men’s groups, groups representing people of particular ages.  There is also an emphasis on the isolation that can be caused by living in rural areas.  It aims to make the Voluntary and Community Sector fully aware of issues facing ‘seldom heard’ /equalities groups and communities.  In doing this, we are working closely with specialist equalities organisations to ensure that this project achieves its aims.
Reaching Out- Linking In Project Contact Details
Paula Cannings - e-mail:  paula@developecs.org.uk 

Tel: 01225 330090 / 07825 601388(mobile) Monday - Thursday

Address: Reaching Out- Linking In: DEVELOP, South Vaults, Green Park Station, Bath BA1 1JB
ROLI website for Bath & NES: www.equalitiesengagebanes.org.uk
News

You can find this Bulletin and previous editions on the website www.equalitiesengagebanes.org.uk  Just click on the NEWS icon halfway down the page.

Training & events

EQ Workshops – Bath
Nine people took part in the Gender and Age workshop on 19 January.  We heard three speakers who shed light on different aspects of inequality: Karen Cole from Unite the Union talked about gender equality.  

Click to reach the ROLI website, where you can download the presentation http://www.equalitiesengagebanes.org.uk/Events.htm  
James Beattie from BAPP talked about life from children and young people’s perspective, particularly about the importance of play and how younger people’s lives have changed over the last few decades.  You may like to take a look at this website http://www.fairplayforchildren.org/index.php?page=HTML_News&story_id=7176 

Janet Dabbs from Age Concern told us about the ways in which older people’s views are ignored or their needs are not considered.  Her organisation works to ensure that they are treated with dignity and respect.  Everyone contributed to the discussions around the issues raised.  Feedback confirmed the usefulness of meeting with people who work with different equalities groups and learning from them.

Dates for your diary:

EQ Workshops: Thursday 24 March and Thursday 19 May
Topics to be confirmed, but will include Ethnicity and Sexual Orientation.  I will confirm speakers and send you full details soon.   (Paula Cannings)    
The Mayor of Bath’s Multi-Faith Gathering

Sunday 6 February 14.30-16.00

For full details, click on the link below
http://www.faithnetsouthwest.org.uk/j/index.php?option=com_gcalendar&view=event&eventID=bHFyOG40cTVrNW9wcHZvdnZ2Zm8yMnRwaTQgd2ViQGZhaXRobmV0c291dGh3ZXN0Lm9yZy51aw&start=1297002600&end=1297008000&gcid=1&Itemid=55
********************************************************************* 

BDA’s Annual Funder’s Fayre 

Tuesday 8 February in Bristol.  See the flyer for details of how to book your place.

http://www.blackdeva.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Funder-Fayre-poster-February-2011.pdf
********************************************************************************
Black South West Network Annual Conference, 3rd March, Bristol
 A date for your diary!
This year's conference will consider the impact on our communities of the reduction in "The public economy". The event will also examine the ability to sustain social infrastructure, democracy, human rights and equality, when the cost of the public economy is carried by the poorest in our society.

This is bound to be a popular event, so register your interest now!
www.bswn.org.uk
Develop Community Lunch: Working with Business

Tuesday 8 March at New Oriel Hall, Bath

For more details, click the link

 http://developecs.ning.com/events/community-lunch-working-with
The Equality and Human Rights Commission 

has produced straightforward advice and guidance on the Equality Act.  It provides an overview, information you need if you employ people, if you provide a service and five low cost and no cost things you can do.  It’s definitely worth taking a look:

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/new-equality-act-guidance/equality-act-starter-kit/how-to-use-this-starter-kit/
(Yes, this was in the previous update, but some people may have missed it) 

****************************************************************************************************************
Key dates in February 

(from Shap Working Party on World Religions in Education www.shap.org)
1st 
Imbolc






– Pagan
2nd 
Presentation of the Lord/Christ in the Temple 
– Christian
3rd
Yuan Tan






- Chinese

Setsubun/Bean scattering



- Japanese

8thh 
Vasant Pancham/Saraswati Puja


- Hindu    

Parinirvana






- Buddhist

16th  
The Prophet Muhammad’s Birthday


- Muslim (Sunni)

17th
Tengh Chieh






- Chinese

18th
Magha Puja






- Buddhist 

21st
The Prophet Muhammad’s Birthday


- Muslim (Shi’a)

********************************************************************* 

News
The Harbour - therapeutic group for people with breast cancer.
The Harbour, situated in central Bristol provides free counselling & psychotherapy to people affected by a life-threatening illness.  They still have spaces available on a Therapeutic Group for people living with breast cancer.  This group will meet weekly over the period of one year led by an experienced group facilitator.  To find out more or to self refer please contact The Harbour on 0117 9259348 or email info@the-harbour.co.uk
Low Cost Therapy/Meeting Rooms available to hire in Central Bristol.
The Harbour is a charity in the Centre of Bristol that has a number of rooms suitable for therapy or small meetings available to hire.  The rooms can accommodate up to 6 people for £6 per hour, as well as a larger upstairs group room (up to 8 - 10 people) at £10 per hour (accessible by stair lift).  The building is wheelchair accessible and has a kitchen, disabled WC and has parking in a multi storey car park very close by.

Daytime, evening and weekend availability.  For further information please contact Julie Cox at The Harbour on 0117 9259348 or email info@the-harbour.co.uk   
International Women’s Day is on Tuesday 8 March

For more details, take a look at the website http://internationalwomensday.com
Equality in the sex industry

A German brothel has started offering services designed specifically to help the aged.  A spokesman told the Tagesspiegel newspaper that the new measures were part of a drive to encourage older and disabled customers to enjoy its services.  There are no reports of similar services being offered in UK. 

For a wealth of information on issues affecting Disabled people

visit the Equality B&NES website http://www.equalitybanes.org.uk/Pages/default.aspx
LGBT in the news.  
You cannot have failed to notice that Elton John and David Furnish had a baby on Christmas Day.  This event sparked a big debate about gay couples having children.  More than one third of the general public think heterosexual couples make better adoptive parents than gay couples, a survey by Barnardo's has found.  The research also found that just 3.75 per cent of children adopted in England in 2010 were adopted by same sex couples.  Barnardo’s chief executive Anne Marie Carrie argued that children in the care system are continuing to lose out on potential parents because of "a disturbing and prevalent belief system".   

Uganda is a country where being gay is a risk to your life.  A prominent gay rights activist was bludgeoned to death after challenging homophobic articles in the local tabloid newspaper.  Homosexuality is illegal in 37 countries in Africa.

See www.gaywest.org.uk for details of their services.

They aim:

· ‘To provide social activities, information and support services.
· To work with other groups and organisations towards an integrated gay community
· To promote the principle of absolute equality before the law for homosexuals and heterosexuals
· To take up local issues which affect gay people.
If you have any suggestions for items which should appear in these Bulletins or any feedback, please send me an e-mail.

Paula Cannings

B&NES Projects Manager

Develop Enhancing Community Support
paula@developecs.org.uk
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Chippenham: 3-4 New Road, Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN15 1EJ. Tel: 01249 654089
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Develop Enhancing Community Support Limited is a Company Limited By Guarantee registered in England and Wales 01986363. Registered Office is the Chippenham address above. Registered Charity 1096008.

Develop Enhancing Community Support is a member of the National Association for Voluntary and Community Action (NAVCA).
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