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Reaching Out - Linking In (ROLI)
Increasing participation of equalities communities 
in the West of England

January 2011- Update 


News Update on page 2….

Welcome to the latest ROLI update.  It includes articles, news items, links to websites and details of training which are related to Equality work.

If you have any news which you would like to share with other Equality groups in B&NES or if you see an article which should be included, please tell me.  

It’s always good to have feedback, so do you read it, is it useful, do you forward it to colleagues, has it increased your knowledge of equalities issues?   

Please contact Paula Cannings (details below).

The Aims of Reaching Out- Linking In
The project wants to help what are sometimes called ‘seldom heard’ groups to get their voices heard and to participate in local decision making and planning.  These groups can be: BME groups, groups supporting people with disabilities, faith groups, groups which  support lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender people, women’s groups and men’s groups, groups representing people of particular ages.  There is also an emphasis on the isolation that can be caused by living in rural areas.  It aims to make the Voluntary and Community Sector fully aware of issues facing ‘seldom heard’ /equalities groups and communities.  In doing this, we are working closely with specialist equalities organisations to ensure that this project achieves its aims.
Reaching Out- Linking In Project Contact Details
Paula Cannings -  e-mail:  paula@developecs.org.uk 
Tel: 01225 330090 / 07825 601388(mobile) Monday - Thursday

Address: Reaching Out- Linking In: DEVELOP, South Vaults, Green Park Station, Bath BA1 1JB
ROLI website for Bath & NES: www.equalitiesengagebanes.org.uk
News
You can find this Bulletin and previous editions on the website www.equalitiesengagebanes.org.uk  Just click on the NEWS icon halfway down the page.

Training & events

EQ Workshop - Bath
There are a few places left for the next workshop, which will focus on Gender and Age on Wednesday 19 January.  It should be a very interesting morning where you can hear from Karen Cole from Unite the Union, Janet Dabbs from Age Concern and James Beattie from Bath Area Play Project and discuss how gender and age impact on all equalities groups.

If you haven’t signed up yet, click here for details http://www.equalitiesengagebanes.org.uk/Events.htm
Financial Management Demystified - Thursday 20 January


Bristol. This course is designed principally for non-accountants in the Voluntary and Community Sector to help them understand the key elements of Financial Management. Download your booking form here. For information about this and other training courses see www.cascadetrainingplus.co.uk. All courses run from 9.30am - 4.30pm at fully accessible venues. Full day courses cost £129.
*******************************************************************************************************
Autistic Spectrum Awareness 1-day Workshop - 21 January

Bristol. Free parking / lunch and refreshments provided. This workshop is an in-depth, interactive and intensive event that provides an overview of Autistic Spectrum Disorder providing tools and strategies, in a person centred way, with which to move forward. Charity / voluntary organisations receive a 35% discount, students, parents and carers receive a 50% discount. To book or for information email: lynda@oncoursetrainingteam.co.uk or contact 01452 507164 or 07527 831397.

*******************************************************************************************************

Equal Rights Equal Voices Event - Plymouth - 25th January
Keynote speaker is Vivienne Hayes, Chief Executive of Women’s Resource Centre, who will speak about how women’s organisations and other equality groups can have influence in the new policy context.
The day also showcases successful ways of ensuring equality groups get their voices heard, in a panel discussion including (among others) Ossie Glover from Fatahe on supporting Black and Minority Ethnic communities to organise and have a voice, and Clare Mortimore from Faithnetsouthwest on using the Voice tool to become more influential.
You will attend two of the following interactive workshops:
· An introduction to using International Human Rights Frameworks, with Sonia Omar from British Institute of Human Rights
· Using the Equality Measurement Framework to influence, with Brenda Weston from Equality South West
· Cuts and Common Ground – developing strategies for influence, with Sado Jirde from Black South West Network and Isabel Livingstone from South West Forum
Organised in partnership with Equality South West, this is the second of two free events to explore how to ensure equality groups get their voices heard. View a report and videos of the first Equal Rights Equal Voices event in Bristol in December.
Don’t miss out, book your place now (free). Download a flyer and booking form or visit our website for more information. Please return your booking form to stewart@southwestforum.org.uk.
********************************************************************************
Business Planning
10 Feb 2011 - 09:30- 04:00 The Black Development Agency, 5 Russell Town Avenue

http://www.blackdeva.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Business-Planning-Feb-100211.pdf
Mediation and Conflict Resolution in Managing Bullying - 14 February 

9.00 am - 1.00 pm, Fry Club & Conference Centre, Somerdale, Keynsham. A workshop for parents and school inclusion staff. Places are limited.  Booking is essential.  Telephone the Parent Partnership Service telephone 01225 394382/394294/394476 or email parent_partnershipservice@bathnes.gov.uk
*******************************************************************************************************
Black South West Network Annual Conference, 3rd March, Bristol
 A date for your diary!
This year's conference will consider the impact on our communities of the reduction in "The public economy". The event will also examine the ability to sustain social infrastructure, democracy, human rights and equality, when the cost of the public economy is carried by the poorest in our society.

This is bound to be a popular event, so register your interest now!

www.bswn.org.uk
*******************************************************************************************************

The Equality and Human Rights Commission 

has produced straightforward advice and guidance on the Equality Act.  It provides an overview, information you need if you employ people, if you provide a service and five low cost and no cost things you can do.  It’s definitely worth taking a look:

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/new-equality-act-guidance/equality-act-starter-kit/how-to-use-this-starter-kit/
Big Lottery Fund has revised its Joint (race, disability, gender) Equality Scheme 2010.  This fits with their new 3-year Equality Strategy.  You can view the Scheme here

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/pub_race_disability_equality.pdf
The South West Development Centre 

Produces a useful bulletin covering topics such as mental health, autism, learning difficulties, health and well-being and personalisation.

For the December bulletin, click this link

http://www.swdc.org.uk/SWDC/en/resources/resource-bank/ebulletiins/
Children & Young People’s Network

If you work with children and/or young people and you don’t receive the excellent e-bulletin from Bath Area Play Project, take a look at the latest edition here:

http://www.bapp.org.uk/cypn.htm
Transphobic bullying

The Department for Education has excluded transphobic bullying from its White Paper, "The Importance of Teaching", even though the "Engendered Penalties" survey of trans people showed that:

a - Half of the natal males and two-thirds of the natal females experienced bullying
b - Physical abuse and even unwanted sexual behaviours occurred in a majority of these cases  
c - About a quarter of the people who participated in the survey had been bullied by teachers

GIRES has prepared a commentary on the White Paper. The charity has also provided a link to the list of MPs in case you wish to write to your own about this omission:

http://www.gires.org.uk/schools.php
Government acknowledges vital contribution of faith communities and inter faith work 
The Government has published its response to the public comments it received on social action in its Programme for Government.  As part of its response, in a press release issued by the Cabinet Office, the Government said that “faith communities make a vital contribution to national life” and that “across the country, Christians and followers of other religions are working hard to address problems in their communities. They have the buildings, experience, volunteers and ‘reach’ that can put them at the very heart of service-delivery to many vulnerable groups. This, and inter faith activity, is an important component of the Big Society we want to build, in which people work together for the common good and to tackle shared problems.”

A copy of the press release can be found at www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/newsroom/news_releases/2010/100730-social-action.aspx
Tailoring volunteer services in a multi-faith society

A guide for Volunteer Centres and others providing expertise on volunteering aims to help with developing support in a multi-faith society. Produced by Volunteer Network Centre Newham,

 'Let's Connect with Faith' can be downloaded (pdf, 2.3MB) via Improving Support website http://www.improvingsupport.org.uk/volunteering
Key dates in January

14th 
Makar Sankrant/Lohri – Hindu
16th 
Shinran memorial Day – Buddhist

18th 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

20th 
Tu B Shevat - Jewish    
25th
Honen Memorial Day- Buddhist

27th
Holocaust Memorial Day 
31st
Jashn-e Sadeh – Zoroastrian (Iranian)  
Empowerment Works in the South West
Are you feeling disempowered?  Take a look at this site, which allows you to discuss community empowerment and to keep in touch with what is happening in the South West.

http://www.empowermentworks.blogspot.com/
Equal Rights Equal Voices – voice, representation and equality 
On Thursday 9th December 60 people gathered at the Vassall Centre in Bristol for Equal Rights Equal Voices, to discuss how we can all make sure equality groups get their voices heard. The event was organised jointly by South West Forum and Equality South West, and was the first of two events exploring voice, representation and equality.  

Find out more:

· Read a summary of the day including presentations from Voice4Change England, British Institute of Human Rights, Voscur, Compass Disability and more.

· Watch videos of delegates speaking to journalist Kate Cotton about the impact of the spending cuts on equality groups. 

Read this blog of the event by Black South West Network  

If you have any suggestions for items which should appear in these Bulletins or any feedback, please send me an e-mail.

Paula Cannings

B&NES Projects Manager

Develop Enhancing Community Support
paula@developecs.org.uk
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