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Reaching Out - Linking In (ROLI)
Increasing participation of equalities communities 
in the West of England

Final Update- June 2011 



The ROLI project is coming to an end on 30 June, so this is the last of these Updates.  In future I will be looking out for Equalities news items and asking my colleague Sue to include them in our weekly e-bulletin.  The next few pages include the calendar of religious festivals, a report on the LGBT Workshop in June, news, training, events and website links, which I hope you find useful.  
You can help us to evaluate the whole project by telling me what you have found useful.  Please e-mail Paula Cannings (details below).

The Aims of Reaching Out- Linking In
The project wants to help what are sometimes called ‘seldom heard’ groups to get their voices heard and to participate in local decision making and planning.  These groups can be: BME groups, groups supporting people with disabilities, faith groups, groups which support lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender people, women’s groups and men’s groups, groups representing people of particular ages.  There is also an emphasis on the isolation that can be caused by living in rural areas.  It aims to make the Voluntary and Community Sector fully aware of issues facing ‘seldom heard’ equalities groups and communities.  In doing this, we are working closely with specialist equalities organisations to ensure that this project achieves its aims.
Reaching Out- Linking In Project Contact Details
Paula Cannings - e-mail:  
paula@developecs.org.uk 
Tel: 01225 330090 / 07825 601388(mobile) Monday - Thursday

Address: Reaching Out- Linking In: DEVELOP, South Vaults, Green Park Station, Bath BA1 1JB
ROLI website for Bath & NES: www.equalitiesengagebanes.org.uk
You can find this Bulletin and previous editions on the website www.equalitiesengagebanes.org.uk  Just click on the NEWS icon halfway down the page.

Training & events

Volunteers Week 1-7 June 
Volunteers’ Week is an annual event which celebrates the fantastic contribution that millions of volunteers make across the UK. The Week plays a huge part in raising the profile of the millions of volunteers who regularly contribute to society, while inspiring others to get involved too.

To highlight this contribution, there is a burst of activity during 1-7 June when organisations hold events and activities to highlight their volunteers and the volunteering they do. From showcasing the different volunteering roles on offer, taster sessions and team challenges with new partners, to volunteer recruitment events, awards ceremonies and launching new volunteering campaigns, hundreds of events take place throughout the country.  In Bath & North East Somerset more than 70 volunteers, including Council staff and ward councillors, Somer Community Housing Trust staff and students from both Universities will paint a children’s play area, tidy up a local park, help out with horse riding for disabled children and adults, and create a new community vegetable garden. 

This is a great time to thank your volunteers and to recruit new ones.  Contact our local Volunteer Centre: http://vol-centre.org.uk/index.htm
Everyone Included: Celebrating Diversity on 7 June in Weston super Mare 

If you haven’t booked for this event, call Paula today and you may be able to get a place.  This ROLI Project event will bring together equalities groups from B&NES, South Gloucestershire and North Somerset to highlight successful work, to celebrate diversity and to look to the future.  The focus will be on the inspiring range of work carried out by groups, particularly where people are supporting each other and getting their voices heard.  We have hired the prestigious Winter Gardens in Weston super Mare for the day.  There will be no cost to you for the day, which includes lunch and an accessible coach from Bath  
Bath Mosque Open Day – Saturday 18 June from 14.30-16.30

Explore Islam, ask questions and meet local Muslims in a warm and friendly atmosphere.  http://www.bathislamicsociety.org/html/bis_profile.html
B&NES Voluntary Sector Forum Meeting on Tuesday 28 June 2011, 10.00am – 12.00 noon at New Oriel Hall, Brookleaze Buildings, Larkhall, Bath BA1 6RA

Get your voice heard.  Develop has asked David Trethewey, Divisional Director, Policy and Partnerships at B&NES Council to talk to us about Council plans which may affect the Voluntary and Community Sector and to answer your questions.  We are expecting several Councillors to attend.  

http://developbanes.ning.com/events/bnes-voluntary-sector-forum
17 July - Bath Interfaith Group annual social event 

At New Oriel Hall, Larkhall, Bath, BA1 6RA, this annual event is between 3pm and 5pm. It is a chance for members to get to know each other informally. Please bring a plate to share. Phone 01225 422252 or email janefohara@blueyonder.co.uk for further information.

Suppliers and Services Swap for Community Venues - 23 June
12-2pm, Pensford Memorial Hall. The next Community Centre Network meeting will be a special "Suppliers and Services" meeting, where members will swap information on the local suppliers and services they use and recommend. The event is open to volunteers, trustees and staff of community venues and village halls in Bath & North East Somerset.  To attend, contact katherine@developecs.org.uk  or Tel: 01225 33 00 90 or see http://developecs.ning.com/group/communitycentrenetworkbnes
Theme announced for Holocaust Memorial Day 2012

The theme for HMD 2012 is Speak Up, Speak Out. The HMD Trust says that we each have a voice and a responsibility to use it. Pastor Niemoller's well known poem begins, 'First they came for the communists, and I did not speak up...' It ends, 'And then they came for me, and there was no-one left to speak out for me'. This shows us the responsibility we all have to speak out when we see injustice, discrimination or persecution. 

The HMD 2012 theme will challenge each of us to Speak Up, Speak Out so that we learn the lessons of the past to create a safer, better future. For more information contact the HMD Trust team: 0845 838 1883 or enquiries@hmd.org.uk or www.hmd.org.uk
Calendar June 2011
(from Shap Working Party on World Religions in Education www.shap.org 
2nd
Ascension Day





- Christian
6th
Tuan Yang Chieh/Dragon Boat Festival

- Chinese
8th  
Shavuot






- Jewish
12th
Pentecost/Whit Sunday




- Christian
16th
Martyrdom of Guru Arjan



- Sikh
21st
Midsummer Solstice




- Pagan

22nd
Summer Solstice





- Druid 
26th
Corpus Christi





- Christian (Catholic)
29th
The Prophet’s Night Journey and Ascent

- Muslim



********************************************************************* 

News:

‘Everyone Included’ - new equalities dvd
The training session on 16 June, which will help you to complete Equalities Impact Assessments (EIAs) is full, but we will be making the dvd available via the Develop B&NES website very soon.  There will also be a number of dvd’s available for groups.

We will put details on the website in the next couple of weeks. 

Catholic Care plans fourth appeal against gay adoption ruling
The charity Catholic Care, which recently lost its third legal bid for permission to prevent gay couples from using its adoption service, has applied for another appeal against the decision.  The Leeds-based social care charity asked the charity tribunal in October to quash a ruling by the Charity Commission that it could not change its objects to exclude gay couples. After a two-day hearing in March, the tribunal ruled in April that the commission's ruling should stand.

The charity, which facilitates about five adoptions a year, argues that if it does not exclude same-sex couples it will have to close its adoption service because its supporters would stop donating money. It says the Equality Act 2010 allows discrimination on the grounds of sexuality if this is "a proportionate means of achieving a legitimate aim".

Hasidic newspaper regrets editing Hillary Clinton out of photo
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(Credit: Failedmessiah.com/Official White House Photo by Pete Souza) 

Brooklyn-based Hasidic newspaper Der Zeitung has apologized for publishing an iconic photograph of President Obama and his national security team with Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and National Security team member Audrey Tomason photo-shopped out.   "In accord with our religious beliefs, we do not publish photos of women, which in no way relegates them to a lower status," Der Zeitung said. "Publishing a newspaper is a big responsibility, and our policies are guided by a Rabbinical Board. Because of laws of modesty, we are not allowed to publish pictures of women, and we regret if this gives an impression of disparaging to women, which is certainly never our intention. We apologize if this was seen as offensive."

14,000 British professors, but only 50 are black
The Guardian reported at the weekend that figures show huge racial imbalances in British universities.  Leading black academics are calling for an urgent culture change.  Harry Goulbourne, professor of sociology at London South Bank University, said that while the crude racism of the past had gone, universities were riddled with ‘passive racism’.  

Many of the brightest black students are seeking academic posts in the United States where promotion prospects are fairer.  A study to be published in the autumn, found ethnic minorities at UK universities feel ‘isolated and marginalised’.

High Court ruling 'will affect council cuts to all disabled charities'
Disability charities might receive better than expected grants from local authorities after a ruling by the High Court that the process used to make cuts to disabled people's services by Birmingham City Council was unlawful, according to a charity for blind people.

The Royal London Society for the Blind said councils should ensure that any cuts they made were lawful following a decision by the High Court last week that Birmingham City Council had breached the Disability Discrimination Act by proposing to limit council-funded social care to those deemed to be in critical need.

LGBT Workshop report

Twelve people took part in a very informative workshop on 19 May, when Jonathan Charlesworth and Joy Spiers talked about their work at Education Action Challenging Homophobia.  They challenge bullying, hate crime, homophobic and transphobic language.  It is also a not-for-profit training agency for employers and organisations committed to realising an equal and safe working environment for all regardless of age, sex, ability, ethnicity, faith, gender identity or sexuality.  For more information, look at the website www.eachaction.org.uk
One of the co-chairs of Bath University LGBT group told us about the ways in which they support LGBT students in a welcoming, safe and enjoyable atmosphere.  There is general acceptance of LGBT students, but inconsiderate language is still an issue.

There is a useful report from Camden LGBT Forum which deals with some of the myths about LGBT people.  You can find it here: http://camdenlgbtforum.org.uk/?page_id=34
The South West Forum on Ageing

The South West Forum on Ageing brings together older person's representatives and officers from voluntary and statutory bodies, such as Age UK and the Department for Health. The Forum raises awareness around ageing and seeks to engage older people in policy-making decisions.

The work of the Forum feeds directly into the UK Advisory Forum on Ageing.

Information and contact details can be found at: http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/ageing-sw-regional-forum.pdf[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
Chippenham: 3-4 New Road, Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN15 1EJ. Tel: 01249 654089
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Develop Enhancing Community Support Limited is a Company Limited By Guarantee registered in England and Wales 01986363. Registered Office is the Chippenham address above. Registered Charity 1096008.

Develop Enhancing Community Support is a member of the National Association for Voluntary and Community Action (NAVCA).
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