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Reaching Out - Linking In (ROLI)
Increasing participation of equalities communities 
in the West of England

March 2011- Update 



In this edition: articles, news, training, events, website links.

You can get involved, too.  Send me news which you would like to share with other Equality groups in B&NES.  I can include details of forthcoming meetings or events in this monthly bulletin.  How are the cuts affecting your group?  What is going well?  

Have a moan or celebrate success!   

It’s always good to have feedback, so do let me know what you think.   

Please contact Paula Cannings (details below).

The Aims of Reaching Out- Linking In
The project wants to help what are sometimes called ‘seldom heard’ groups to get their voices heard and to participate in local decision making and planning.  These groups can be: BME groups, groups supporting people with disabilities, faith groups, groups which  support lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender people, women’s groups and men’s groups, groups representing people of particular ages.  There is also an emphasis on the isolation that can be caused by living in rural areas.  It aims to make the Voluntary and Community Sector fully aware of issues facing ‘seldom heard’ /equalities groups and communities.  In doing this, we are working closely with specialist equalities organisations to ensure that this project achieves its aims.
Reaching Out- Linking In Project Contact Details
Paula Cannings - e-mail:  paula@developecs.org.uk 

Tel: 01225 330090 / 07825 601388(mobile) Monday - Thursday

Address: Reaching Out- Linking In: DEVELOP, South Vaults, Green Park Station, Bath BA1 1JB
ROLI website for Bath & NES: www.equalitiesengagebanes.org.uk
News

You can find this Bulletin and previous editions on the website www.equalitiesengagebanes.org.uk  Just click on the NEWS icon halfway down the page.

Training & events

Celebrating Women Changing the World

South West Foundation and Single Parent Action network are holding a free event on 10th March 10.30-2.30 at the Albemarle Centre in Taunton. The aim of the event is to bring women together who are involved in their communities to celebrate the achievements of women in communities throughout the South West.
Please contact info@southwestfoundation.org.uk /Unit 6 Westway Farm Bishop Sutton, BS39 5XP

Mosque Open Day 20 March - Bath
Every third Saturday of each month
Explore Islam, ask questions and meet local Muslims in a warm and friendly atmosphere.

http://www.bathislamicsociety.org/html/open_day.html
EQ Workshops – Bath
The next EQ Workshop will focus on Ethnicity.  Please note the revised date:  Wednesday 23 March.  B&NES Racial Equality Council, Bath Ethnic Minority Senior Citizens Association and Bath East Asian Chinese Friends Group will be contributing.  Join us to learn and to network.  http://www.equalitiesengagebanes.org.uk/Events.htm
(The final EQ Workshop will look at Sexual Orientation on May 19.  Education Action Challenging Homophobia will talk about their work and Gay West are hoping to provide a speaker.   Full details to follow) 

BSWN Annual Conference, 24th March, Bristol

This year's conference will consider the impact on our communities of the reduction in "The public economy". The event will also examine the ability to sustain social infrastructure, democracy, human rights and equality, where a disproportionate amount of the costs of the public economy, are carried by the poorest in our society.

For details go to http://www.bswn.org.uk/
B&NES People First and Equality B&NES- Midsomer Norton
Come and tell us about your life and changes you want to make.  Somer Centre on Friday 25 March 10.30-1.30.  Link to flyer:   http://api.ning.com/files/*Ntha3DYzmNDiYD5mQHFcORFabwfkGaZeEik9GgIYfJGi4IfsORk71HfFRUrLttkkRrP7a4v8l1kdCfa6pWlC2eHdbO4uop0/AGMInviteEqualityBNES20112.pdf
ROLI Community Venues Event on Thursday 31 March – Peasedown St John  

This event will highlight equalities issues for people running community venues.  It will include mental health awareness, disability access and rural issues.  See website for details.  Book now.  http://www.equalitiesengagebanes.org.uk/Events.htm (the details are halfway down the page)

****************************************************************************************************************
Calendar March 2011
(from Shap Working Party on World Religions in Education www.shap.org with additions from BAND news www.bandltd.org.uk )
1st 
St David’s Day





- Christian

2nd 
Nineteen Day Fast




 
– Bahai

3rd
Mahashivratri (Great Shiva Night


- Hindu



Hinamatsuri (Fetsival of Dolls)



- Shinto

4thh 
Womens’ World Day of Prayer



- Christian    
5th
Losar







- Buddhist

7th  
First Day of Lent





- Orthodox Christian

8th
Shrove Tuesday





- Christian (Western)
9th
Ash Wednesday (First day of Lent)


- Christian (Western) 
10th
Fravardigan/Muktad




- Zoroastrian

17th  
St Patrick’s Day





- Christian
18th   
Shunbun No Hi





- Shinto

19th
Holi







- Hindu

20th
Purim







- Jewish

Hola Mohalla





- Sikh

21st
Spring Equinox





- Pagan


Naw Ruz






- Bahai

24th
Rama Navami





- Hindu

25th
Annunciation/Blessed Virgin



- Christian

26th
Khordad Sal – birth of Zoroaster


- Zoroastrian

********************************************************************* 

News
International Women’s Day is on Tuesday 8 March

For more details, take a look at the website http://internationalwomensday.com
It’s also a good time to check out the Women’s Resource Centre website, which supports women’s organisations to be more effective and sustainable.   http://www.wrc.org.uk/
Avon and Bristol Law Centre
The Law Centre provides a free legal advice and advocacy service for unwaged and low paid people and for people experiencing unlawful discrimination.  They can help people who live or work in Bristol, Bath and North East Somerset, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire.  All advice is free and confidential.
http://www.avonandbristollawcentre.org.uk/
Olmec Guide to Equality & Diversity in the Third Sector is available from Improving Support.  You can download it at http://www.improvingsupport.org/resources/view/2166-olmec-guide-to-equality-and-diversity-in-the-third-sector-updated-2010?utm_source=Improving+Support&utm_campaign=4b20250c7e-IS_Ebulletin_9_February&utm_medium=email
Shared Vision for the future of the BME VCS

Another document which you might like to download.  http://www.improvingsupport.org/resources/view/2186-shared-vision-for-the-future-of-the-bme-vcs
Older People: Campaigning
Age UK is championing older people’s rights through a number of campaigns: 

Malnutrition in hospital, state pension age, older carers, depression in later life and more.  To get the full picture, look at their website 

http://www.ageuk.org.uk/get-involved/campaign/state-pension-age-campaign/
Develop website: updated resources and information 
We have updated our Faith Groups Resource Pack.  This is the link:   http://api.ning.com/files/klkhKPzk6KPijify3xcydqSt0D-lvAhgRWf2dohdnhMUYxUwFblHbdQxx-hurPQ79kzsEQVV7dHuZnNxrudT3BN9Lfz7kIr-/FaithGroupsPackDevelopGrowFeb2011.pdf
and LGBT Groups Resource Pack: http://api.ning.com/files/X8fA5q5x60UMoKOCwdsA5ycrF6si8zo2YTDV*xoC50mQv98X52aFktYqive9QpHx6kZ1WkAtPaJiYd8kIq5pBKlwX9T5Vepr/LGBTGroupsResourcePackUpdatedFeb2011.pdf
Please click on the links, take a look and let us know if you find them useful and if we’ve missed anything. 

No Health without Mental Health

The government has produced a new mental health strategy, which should interest all of us.  You can find it at www.dh.gov.uk/mentalhealthstrategy
The Care Forum has produced an Information Sheet, which highlights the key points.  Find it on their new website  http://www.thecareforum.org/pagemarch-2011.html
Thai airline sets transsexual quota 

PC Air received more than 100 applications from transgender candidates 

A new Thai airline has stuck a blow for equality by setting a quota for hiring transsexual air hostesses.  PC Air received over 100 applications from transgender candidates – known as the “third sex” in Thailand - after promising to take on a minimum of three such employees in its initial recruitment round of 30 cabin crew. 
The “pioneering” policy showed how Thailand’s society had changed and demonstrated that transsexuals were not limited to working in the entertainment business, said the airline’s president, Peter Chan.

If you have any suggestions for items which should appear in these Bulletins or any feedback, please get in touch.
Paula Cannings

B&NES Projects Manager

Develop Enhancing Community Support  

Tel: 01225 330090
paula@developecs.org.uk  [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
Chippenham: 3-4 New Road, Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN15 1EJ. Tel: 01249 654089
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Develop Enhancing Community Support Limited is a Company Limited By Guarantee registered in England and Wales 01986363. Registered Office is the Chippenham address above. Registered Charity 1096008.

Develop Enhancing Community Support is a member of the National Association for Voluntary and Community Action (NAVCA).
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